
MSRAL 2021 ZOOM BUSINESS MEETING 

(Abbreviated Version by Peggy Walker) 

June 26th, 2021 @ 1:00 CST 

 

Peggy Walker, Regional Chair, called the meeting to order at 1:00 PM 

I. Quorum Present: 15 people present; 3 societies/clubs for quorum – Roll Call 

PRESENT: Astronomical Society of Eastern Missouri; Astronomical Society of Kansas City; 
Astronomical Society of Eastern Missouri; Astronomical Society of Kansas City; Astronomy Club of 
Tulsa; Bartlesville Astronomical Society; Broken Arrow Sidewalk Astronomer; Central Arkansas 
Astronomical Society; Central Missouri Amateur Astronomers; Omaha Astronomical Society; Prairie 
Astronomy Club of Lincoln; Springfield Astronomical Society; St. Louis Astronomical Society; and 
Sugar Creek Astronomical Society.  

NOT PRESENT: Arkansas Oklahoma Astronomical Society; Astronomical Association of Lawrence; 
Astronomical Society of Northwest Arkansas; Kansas Astronomical Observers; North Central 
Arkansas Astronomical Society; Northeast Kansas Amateur Astronomers League; Northeast 
Nebraska Astronomy Club; Ozarks Amateur Astronomers Club and Platte Valley Astronomical 
Observers.   

Peggy mentioned that she sent out a questionnaire to make it easier for the presidents in light of 
the Coivd issue.  She stated she only got reports from 6 of the regional clubs this year.  She would 
resend the questionnaire out after the meeting so she could finish her report to the National 
Council. 

II. Minutes of 2020 were read by Jacki Beucher and posted on the screen since most did not get their 
emails.  Image posted needed corrections even though the original one, was a good copy.  Two 
names were corrected and a first and second names were flipped.  All corrections were made, and 
Cook Feldman moved to approve the minutes as corrected and Jim Small seconded.  Unanimous vote 
approved minutes. 

III. Members who passed away this year  2020 Cyril Post ASEM, 2021 William Boyle and Terry 
Moss ASKC, Robert “Bob” Lieser, ACT 

IV. Regional Secretary-Treasurer Nominations & Voting Jackie has been active for over 25 years 
and needs to be replaced.  A questionnaire was sent out looking for nominations, none came in, so 
nominations were asked from the floor.  Jackie talked about her duties as secretary-treasurer and 
how it is not very extensive only gets busy this time of year.  After a few minutes of silence, Peggy 
asked what the bylaws say about leaving the office blank until we find someone, OR about a husband 
and wife, one as regional rep and the other as secretary-treasurer.  Cook Feldman said that the 
regional rep or chairman could appoint someone.  Peggy asked her husband Rick if that is something 
he would be willing to do.  He said yes and then Mike Gallagher from Omaha Astronomical Society 
volunteered. He was voted in. 

V. Treasurer’s Report Jackie stated that the seed money given to BA Sidewalk Astronomer was 
returned less the pay pal 3% charges for the conference registration. Then Jim Small noted an 
item/invoice was missing for payment of the website.  The invoice came in late, and Jackie needed 
to verify if was properly accounted for.  The late invoice for the webhosting for Feb & Mar was paid 
and the $211.70 to Go Daddy, was not paid until after the current report was closed.   It will be on 
next year’s report.  Vote carried to accept the report. 

VI. Club Report Status/Current Information Peggy commented on the lack of response from 
emailing the clubs and their leadership about the conferences and the business meeting.  A discussion 
ensued about the best way to email without being tagged as a spammer and not having Yahoo deliver 
the emails.  Constant Contact and Mail Chip was discussed.  Jim Small said it can be done via the 



website which will be more secure with less hacking.  Group IO was brought up but not a lot of people 
are on that now.  

VII. 2022 MSRAL Conference the St. Louis Astronomical Society will be hosting.  The MSRAL Officers 
are: Jim Small, Chairman; Mark Jones, Vice Chairman; Cook Feldman, Treasurer.  Jon Larson moved 
to accept this slate of officers and Jim Twellman seconded.  Unanimous vote approved these 2022 
MSRAL officers. 

Peggy mentioned that John Johnson and Gary Fugman both commented that they should work on 
getting MSRAL together.  Peggy is going to follow-up with them to get Nebraska on deck for 2023.  

VIII. Bylaws Status Peggy started on the bylaws last year and had some help since they have not been 
updated since 1949.  They need some fine tuning and the people she has been working with, many 
have not responded, and it fell on her and Cook Feldman.  So, she will pick up the conversation again 
and continue to move it forward.  When there is a draft, she stated that she will send them out to 
each president for review.   

IX. Educational Opportunity Peggy was contacted by Insight Observatory that rent time and drive 
scope for schools, classrooms, youth groups, imaging, general astronomy night with remote scope.  
She said if there are students, families or school teachers, students in secondary levels to take 
scientific surveys or people who just want to image an object, to contact her for more details.  The 
leader Michael Petrasko has the May image in the current AL 2021 Calendar. 

X. MSRAL Face Book Peggy asked for folks to please like it so it will just get more communication 
going and Rick posted the link in the Zoom.   

XI. IO Discussion Group/Email  Rick posted the link in Zoom to get more folks involved there. 

XII. New Website with Registration Portal  Peggy mentioned in 2020 that she was building a new 
MSRAL site that would be more concise and be the go-to-hub for communication.  Rick showed the 
webpage on the call and Peggy went through the site.  On the home page had the portal to 1) MSRAL 
Conference registration, 2) MSRAL Facebook portal, 3) IO Group portal and 4) the League’s website.  
There were links to the three major star parties in MSRAL all links were active.  She went to the clubs 
tab and all clubs were listed by state and had active links to their webpage and Facebook pages for 
those who had them.  There was a youth section that will have more information on it, right now it 
listed higher educational institutions for astronomy and physics degrees. The history tab, in 
memorium, business tab will have the minutes, and contact tab listed the officers with their emails.   

 The MSRAL registration web page that was made was tied to the new MSRAL page so people could 
go register directly on-line.  All that would happen is that the store would sit on whatever bank 
account that is being used by the host conference club. The members did express that this was worth 
looking into to try and make it work. Peggy, Rick Walker, Jon Larson and Jim Small will collaborate 
to get her Wix site moved to Word Press and estimated completion of the new site by year-end. 

XIII. Amateur of Year Award  was brought up if was to be awarded this year since there were submittals.  
After a discussion, it was determined that although there were two possible recipients to vote on, 
the methods of determining AOY could not be met due to the pandemic, as past AOY’s would have 
to have been advised have the meeting to review and vote.  It was mentioned that would they look 
at doing a 2020 and 2021 concurrently and Cook said that there is a provision in the bylaws to have 
that as an option if the officers so deem to do more than one since that was done in the past.   

XIV. MSRAL policies/resolutions Peggy had stated that where are these provisions stated since they 
are not part of the bylaws.  The AOY has a policy, where is that?  Peggy asked who had the list of 
resolutions or policy guidelines and there is none.  It was mentioned that they would be found in the 
MSRAL minutes and Cook Feldman said he had from 1993 to present with an exception of missing 2 
and would get them to me for my review. 



XV. IDA Jackie Beucher mentioned that we had not paid IDA dues this year – no invoice was received.   
Jim Small made a motion to pay the $250 dues.  Rick Walker seconded, and the motion was 
passed.   

XVI. Closing The ASKC announced that their Heart of America Star Party would be October 7-10 this 
year. 

Peggy reminded about the Nebraska Star Party first week of August 

Peggy also mentioned the 2024 Eclipse coming in the MSRAL region 

Carroll mentioned that ALCON is virtual this year and that clubs donated prizes 

Jon Larson, Jim Small, Peggy and Rick Walker booked their website committee meeting in the final 
minutes. 

XIV. Adjournment  

Jim Small made the motion to adjourn the meeting. Jon Larson seconded the motion, and it 
passed. The meeting was adjourned at 2:58 PM 

 

 


